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A 

STATE 


OF  THE 

REPRESENTATION, 


THE  propofal  which  Mr.  Pitt  offered  to 
Parliament  in  the  Year  1785,  for  reform¬ 
ing  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People  of  Eng¬ 
land,  was  the  refult  of  much  previous  agitation 
of  that  fubject  in  General  Meetings  of  the 
County  of  York  and  other  conflderableDiftricts; 
and  during  that  popular  difcuflion  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  the  meafure  had  appeared  evident,  from 
the  pernicious  confequences  of  the  War  wdth 
America,  which  Minifters,  trufting  to  a  cor¬ 
rupt  Influence  in  Parliament,  had  dared  to  con¬ 
tinue,  long  after  the  fenfe  of  the  Public  had 
been  moft  unequivocally  declared  againfl:  it. 
It  may  juftly  appear  furprifing,  therefore,  that 
a  propofal,  from  its  intrinfic  importance  fo  truly 
interefting,  brought  forward  under  circum- 
ftances  fo  decifive  of  its  expediency,  by  a  Mi- 
nifler,  who  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  ablefl: 
Men  of  his  age,  and  who  at  that  moment  was 
the  Idol  of  the  Public,  fhould  be  heard  with  fo 
little  attention,  and  fall  fo  quickly  into  oblivion, 
that  the  deflgn  and  drift  of  his  Propofitions 
feem  now  to  require  illuftration.  The  truth  is 
perhaps,  that  the  Nation  which  had  been  ex- 
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afperated  by  the  mifcondudt  of  former  Minifter* 
and  the  palpablecorruption  of  Parliament,  which 
had  felt  itfelf  degraded  as  a  great  Poli¬ 
tical  Power,  and  nearly  ruined  by  that  Civil 
War,  was  eager  to  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  Peace, 
without  much  adverting  to  the  means  of  future 
fecurity.  The  New  Minifters  were  efteemed 
friendly  to  the  Liberty  of  the  People,  and  Peace 
and  (Economy  in  the  expenditure  of  Public 
Money  were  the  profefled  principles  on  which 
their  Adminiftration  was  commenced. — From 
their  virtue  and  wifdom,  it  was  expected  by  many, 
that  the  evil  con  fequen  ces  which  unavoid  ably  flow 
from  the  corrupt  principle  of  our  Government, 
would  be  mitigated  as  much  as  poflible,  and  the 
work  of  Reformation,  it  was  therefore  thought 
might  well  bepoftponed  to  fome  future  feafon, 
when  the  neceflity  for  it  would  be  more  urgent. 
A  confiderable  part  of  the  Nation  undoubtedly 
heard  the  propofal  with  averfion  ;  becaufe 
it  aimed  to  deftroy  their  ill-acquired  and  un- 
conftitutional  power  ;  and  by  them  it  would 
be  willingly  configned  to  oblivion  as  a  project 
which  they  hoped  never  to  fee  revived;  by 
fome  it  was  flighted  becaufe  it  came  from  a  Mi- 
nifter  whom  they  difapproved  ;  by  others 
it  was  difregarded  becaufe  they  thought  it 
not  fufficiently  extenfive ;  and  many  who  ap¬ 
proved  the  general  principle,  on  which  it  was 
propofed  to  reform  the  Reprefentation  ;  yet  for 
want  of  having  a  ftatement  of  the  feveral  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular  articles  of  the  Plan,  diftinctly  laid  before 
their  eyes,  were  too  indolent  to  examine  it 
with  fufficient  attention  to  obtain  any  exact 
comprehenfion  of  it. 

That  a  propofal  of  fuch  great  importance  to 
the  Peace  and  Liberty  of  the  Nation,  might 
neither  be  mifunderftood  nor  thrown  afide  and 
forgotten,  it  was  much  wifhed  foon  after  it  had 
been  rejected  by  Parliament,  that  the  Minifter 
himfelf  would  produce  to  the  Public,  the  Heads 
of  the  Bill,  and  a  particular  ftatement  of  the 
Improvements  intended  by  it.  For  reafons 
which  may  be  conceived  to  have  much  force 
at  that  moment,  and  to  be  perfectly  confident 
with  a  fincere  intention  to  produce  fuch  Papers 
at  fome  future  time,  it  is  probable  that  the 
Publication  alluded  to,  was  poftponed.  From 
him  it  would  have  come  forth  with  the  greatefl. 
propriety,  and  with  the  molt  powerful  effe£L“ 
But  fince  an  authentic  Publication,  fpecifying 
diftin&ly  the  particular  changes  which  on  the 
principles  of  his  Plan  were  intended,  or  pro- 
bably  would  have  been  effected  in  the  Repre- 
ientation  of  the  People  of  England,  feems 
not  now  to  be  reafonably  expected  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  I  truft  the  talk  maybe  undertaken  by  ano¬ 
ther  perfon  with  propriety,  and  poflibly,  net 
without  fome  beneficial  effect.  It  is  neeeffary, 
however,  that  the  Reader  fhonld  be  sppnfed, 
that  the  following  flatement  of  improvements 
in  our  Reprefen  tat  ion  cn  the  principles  pro 
pofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  is  not  an  authentic  com- 
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munication  of  a  Pape  A  drawn  by  Him,  and 
publifhed  either  with  his  confent,  or  without 
it ;  it  is  only  a  Statement  of  changes,  which, 
on  thofe  principles,  poflibly  might  have  taken 
place,  .a\*d  that  Statement  has  been  minutely 
drawn  ouf,  and  adapted  to  the  fuppofed  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  kingdom,  merely  from  the  Editor’s 
recolle&ionof  thofe  principles,  as  generally  hated 
in  Mr.  Pitt’s  Speech  to  Parliament,  and  in  the 
printed  Explanation  of  them,  which  had  been 
ieen  and  approved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  with  his  con¬ 
fent  fubmitted  by  the  Editor,  to  the  confedera¬ 
tion  of  a  Public  Meeting  as  a  faithful  fummary  of 
the  meafures  intended  ;  and  though  the  Editor 
will  not  affert  that  the  diftributions  of  Mem¬ 
bers  to  the  feveral  Counties  here  pointed  out, 
are  exactly  in  the  fame  proportion  as  they  would 
have  been  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  or  that  on  his 
principles  various  other  diftributions  may  not 
be  pointed  out,  which  may  appear  better  and 
more  convenient;  yet  the  ftatement  here  given, 
having  been  made  from  an  authentic  lift  of 
Houfes  throughout  the  Kingdom,  which  was 
laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  year 
1781,  he  flatters  himfelf  it  will  be  found  fuffi- 
ciently  accurate  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  intended; 
which  was  to  convince  the  Public  from  a  parti¬ 
cular  view  of  the  probable  operations  of  the 
Bill  in  queftion,  that  aPolitical  Reform  on  thofe 
principles  would  be  of  infinitely  greater  value, 
than  the  major  part  of  the  Community  feems 

to 
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to  have  thought ;  ant#poffib!y  to  convince  the 
moil  ardent  Reformers,  that  although  juftice 
and  the  more  extended  expectations  of  the 
People  may  now  render  feme  additional 
improvements  expedient,  reflecting 
largement  of  the  Right  of  Suffrage,  and  the 
comprehenfion  of  the  People  of  Scotland,  yet 
thofe  improvements  ought  to  be  fuch  as  would 
accord  with  the  general  views  of  the  Plan  in 
queftion,andindeedwouldnotbe  deviations  from 
that  Plan,  but  only  a  more  complete  application 
of  its  principles  to  the  actual  circumftances 
of  the  cafe.  The  particular  improvements 
which  the  more  expanded  ideas  of  the  People 
feem  to  require,  which  would  be  agree¬ 
able  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  and  would  accord 
well  with  the  regulations  before  propofed,  will 
be  annexed  to  the  following 

STATE  of  the  REPRESENTATION  of  the 
PEOPLE  of  ENGLAND,  as  it  might  have 
been  improved  on  the  principles  of  Mr.  PITT’s 
Plan,  in  the  Year  1785. 


Counties . 

Bedford  (hire, 

Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire, 

Cambridgeshire, 

CheShire, 

Cornwall, 

Cumberland, 

Derbyshire, 

Devonshire, 

Dorfetfhire, 

pwrham, 


Number  of  County 
Members  added. 

X 

I 

I 

X 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

1 

X 


Number  of  TvTembers 
to  each  County, 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

J 

5 

3 

Effex, 
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Counties. 

<» 

Number  oj  Couniy 

Number  of  At  embers 

Members  added. 

to  each  Countv, 

Bflex, 

Z 

A 

Gloucefterfhire, 

'  Z 

*r 

A 

Hampfhire, 

Z 

*r 

4 

Hereford  Ihi  re. 

1 

2 

Hertford  (hire, 

I 

0 

J 

Huntingdonlhire, 

0 

a 

Kent, 

3 

e 

Lancafhire, 

3 

j 

c 

Leicefterfhire, 

z 

j 

4 

Lincoln  (hire, 

3 

c 

Middlefex, 

3 

a 

e 

Monmouthlhire, 

j 

2 

Norfolk, 

3 

.( 

Northumberland, 

a 

O 

4 

Nottinghamlhire, 

i 

r 

3 

Northamptonfftire, 

z 

4 

Oxford  fbire, 

i 

a  ' 

Rutland  (hire, 

0 

a 

Shropfhire, 

a 

4 

Somerfetihire, 

a 

4 

Staffordfhire, 

a 

4 

Suffolk, 

a 

4, 

4 

SufiTex, 

i 

3 

Surry, 

i 

4 

Warwick  (hire. 

a 

4 

Weftmorland, 

a 

Wiltfhire, 

a 

0 

4 

Worcefterfhire, 

i 

1 

C  Weft  Riding,  4' 

) 

Yorkfhire, 

7  3  North  Riding,  3  ] 

C  9 

—  fEaft  Riding,  2 

!>~ 

Total  67 

*47 

Members  added  to  the  Metropolis* 

Mary  bone,  Pan  eras, 

&c.  a 

Weft  min  her, 

z 

Southwark, 

1 

• 

i 

5 

*'■ 

Members  granted  to  four  great 

Unreprefentcd 

Towns. 

Birmingham, 

a 

Man  eh  eft  er, 

2 

Sheffield, 

a 

Le  e  d  s, 

2 

'  '  ' 

% 

i" 

8 

Members 
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Members  to  be  chofen  by  Popular  Election  in  i  o 
Cities  and  Towns,  at  prefent  deprived  of  that 
Right  by  their  refpedtive  Corporations. 

Bath,  2 

Buckingham,  1 

Bury,  s 

Tiverton,  2 

Scarborough,  2 

Portfmouth,  2 

Salifbury,  2 

Winchefter,  2 

Dartmouth,  2 

Plymouth,  2 

20 


RECAPITULATION. 

Members, 


Total  addition  to  England  for  Counties,  -  67 

To  the  Metropolis,  -  "  5 

To  great  Unreprefented  Towns,  -  8 

Addition  by  Popular  Elections  in  10  Cities 

and  Towns,  at  prefent  deprived  of  that  >  2© 

privilege  by  their  refpe&ive  Corporations,  j 
Total  addition  to  the  popular  Representation,  loo 


For  which  would  be  wanted  the  abolition  of  40  Rotten  Bo¬ 
roughs,  See.  to  avoid  increafing  the  number  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

To  this  great  advantage,  it  was  propofed  to  add  another  of  no 
fmall  importance,  by  augmenting  the  Confiituent  Body,  nearly 
with  the  addition  of  100, cco  Voters  ;  to  be  effe&ed  by  imparting 
the  right  of  voting  to  Copyholders,  to  certain  Unreprefented  Free¬ 
holders,  and  aifoto  decent  Houfehoklers  in  the  Metropolis,  in  four 
great  unreprefented  Towns,  and  in  ten  Cities  and  Towns  in 
which  the  Right  of  Election  was  intended  to  be  thrown  opem 
If  this  Plan  had  been  accepted  by  Parliament,  means  had  been 
thought  of  for  gradually  weeding  out  all  the  little  Boroughs  not 
containing  400  Houfes.  - 


State 
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STATE  of  additional  propositions 

Suggefted  in  the  Year  1793. 


THE  moft  obvious  and  neceffary  addition 
to  Mr.  Pitt’s  Plan  is,  that  it  fhould  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People  of 
Scotland ;  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  remove  that 
degrading  exception  by  which  fix  of  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Scotland  are  reduced  to  alternate  Re¬ 
prefentation  ;  to  place  Edinburgh  and  fome 
other  principal  Cities,  in  refpecl  of  their 
reprefentative  importance  on  a  footing  of  equa¬ 
lity  with  the  great  Towns  of  England;  and  to 
regulate  Elections  in  Scotland  by  the  fame 
general  rules  to  which  they  are  fubjed  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

/  Another  neceffary  addition  to  that  Plan  feems 
to  be,  the  extenfion  of  the  Right  of  Suffrage 
to  all  decent  Eloufeholders  throughout  Great* 
Britain. 

By  thefe  regulations  the  following  COUN¬ 
TIES  of  SCOTLAND  would  receive  an  addi* 
tion  of  THREE  MEMBERS  ;  fo  that  each  of 
thofe  Counties  would  be  conftantly  reprefented 
by  ONE  MEMBER, 


Counties, 

Caithnefsfhire, 
Cromarty  (hire, 
Kinrofsfhire, 
jfutefhire, 
Clackmannanfhire, 
Nairn  (hi re 
Other  Counties 


County  Members, 


Addition,  Nu?nbcr  of  County 
Mem.  in  Scotland. 


3 


33 


The 
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The  following  CITIES  and  TOWNS  of  SCOT- 
LAND  would  receive  an  addition  of  SEVEN 


MEMBERS,  viz. 

Cities  and  Towns, 


JlIeTxiers  added  to 
Cities  13s  Towns. 


Edinburgh, 

Glafgow, 

Aberdeen, 

Dundee, 

Paifley,* 

Prefent  number  of  Members  7 
for  Cities  and  Towns,  5 


I 

a 

a 

i 

i 

*5 


Total 

Total  addition.  Sfum.  of  JVitvt. 

for  Cities  Towns 
in  Scotland. 


aa 


Total  Representation  of  Scotland,  55 


The  Elections  which  at  prefent  are  confined 
to  a  few  Members  of  a  Corporation  in  each  of 
the  following  Towns  of  England,  by  thefe  re¬ 
gulations  would  become  Popular  Elections,  viz. 


Addition  of  Conftitutional  Member* 
by  Popular  Ele«fiions  in  four 

Marlborough,  T  Towns  of  England. 

Launcefton,  C  o 

Poole,  C 

Thetford,  J 

By  thefe  regulations,  alfo,  the  Body  of  Constituents  in 
England,  on  any  reafonable  definition  of  the  Perfons  meant 
by  “  decent  Houfeholders”  would  receive  an  addition  pro¬ 
bably,  not  fhort  of  150,000  Voters.  The  fame  regula¬ 
tions  adding  to  the  prefent  Ele&ors  in  Scotland,  Free¬ 
holders  and  Copyholders  of  40  fhillings  value,  and  decent 
Houfeholders  would  probably  increafe  the  Conffituent 
Body  there  by  an  augmentation  of  nearly  100.000  V oters. 
The  total  augmentation  of  Voters  by  thefe  regulations 
throughout  Great-Britain,  would  be  nearly  250,000  Ad¬ 
ditional  Voters . 


*  It  might  not  be  improper,  perhaps,  to  annex  to  Paifley  fame  of 
the  fmall  Unreprefented  Burghs  in  its  neighbourhood,  to  take  a  part 
in  Election  for  Reprefentatives  of  that  Town.  The  fmall  lhare  of 
the  Reprefentation  at  prefent  enjoyed  by  Glafgow,  Aberdeen  and 
Dundee,  would  devolve  upon  the  other  Burghs  with  which  they  are 
connected  and  increafe  their  fhare, 

JOINT 


C  14  ) 

JOINT  RECAPITULATION. 

By  Mr.  PITT’s  PLAN  enlarged  in  the  manner 

here  Rated. 


The  Reprefentation  of  the  Counties  of 
England  would  be  increafed  to 
That  of  Wales  would  remain 
That  of  Scotland  would  be  increafed  to 
Total  County  Reprefentation  of  Great-  ) 
Britain  would  be  -  3 


The  Reprefentation  of  the  Cities  and 
Towns  of  England  would  be  diminifhed 
by  the  abolition  of  forty  of  the  mod  ob¬ 
noxious  Boroughs  by  voluntary  furren- 
der  ;  but  that  of  the  Towns  in  Wales 
would  remain  the  fame ;  and  the  right 
of  being  reprefented  by  eight  Members 
would  be  granted  to  four  Unreprefented 
Towns;  and  the  right  of  being  repre¬ 
fented  by  five  Members  would  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  certain  Diftrifts  of  the  Metropolis 
of  England  :  the  Reprefentation  of  the 
Cities  and  Towns  of  England  and  Wales 

would  therefore  be - 

That  of  the  Cities  and  Towns  of  Scot¬ 
land  would  be  increafed  to 
The  total  Reprefentation  of  the  Cities 
and  Towns  of  Great-Biitain  would  be 


The  total  Reprefentation  of  the  Coun¬ 
ties,  Cities,  and  Towns  of  Great- 
Britain,  by  adding  ten  Members  to 
Scotland  would  be 


County  Members. 
147 

I  Z 

33 


19  z 


Mt 


embers  for  Cities  and 
‘Towns  of  England. 


354 


\ 


CtZ 


376 


Members  for  Great 
Britain. 


568 


Or,  if  diminifhing  the  relative  proportion 
of  the  Englifh  Reprefentation  to  that  of  Scot¬ 
land,  fhould  be  thought  lefs  obje&ionable  than 
adding  to  the  prefent  number  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 
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Commons,  the  inconvenience  might  be  avoided 
by  the  farther  abolition  of  five  obnoxious  Bo* 
roughs,  by  voluntary  furrender,  to  be  obtained 
by  purchafe,  as  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

To  fecure  the  execution  of  this  enlarged 
Plan,  it  is  propofed  that  the  regulation  for 
granting  ten  Members  to  the  Diftrict  of  Mary* 
bone  and  Pancras,  to  Birmingham,  Manchefter, 
Sheffield  and  Leeds,  and  alfo  three  to  the  fix 
Counties  of  Scotland  which  are  under  alternate 
Reprefentation,  and  feven  to  Edinburgh,  Glaft 
gow,  Aberdeen,  Dundee,  and  Paifley,  fhould 
take  place  at  the  next  General  Election  :  and 
that  a  lift  of  all  the  Counties  of  England* 
reckoning  each  of  the  Ridings  of  Yorkfhire  as 
a  County,  fhould  be  formed  by  lot,  and  when 
any  Borough  fhould  have  furrendered  its  Fran- 
chife  in  the  manner  already  ftated,  the  fhare  of 
Reprefentation  fo  furrendered  fhould  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  County  or  Riding,  the  name  of 
which  may  ftand  firft  upon  the  lift  fo  formed 
and  fo  to  the  next  upon  the  lift  progreffively 
till  the  whole  transfers  defigned  for  the  Coun¬ 
ties  may  have  been  made.  The  City  of  Weft- 
minfter  and  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  might 
either  be  claffed  in  this  lift  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Counties,  or  might  be  placed  at  the  end  of 
it,  as  the  laftDiftricfts  to  which  theintendedTrans* 
fer  fhould  be  made:  and  ftill  more  to  promote 
the  fpeedy  execution  of  thisPlan,  itfeemsexpedi- 
ent  that  ioo,oqq/.  be  added  to  the  fum  of  one  mil¬ 
lion 
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lion ,  pr opofed  t o  be  fet  apart  for  the  purchafe  of  ob* 
noxiousBoroughs,  in  order,  that  out  of  the  faid 
100,000/.  ten  fums  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  each 
may  be  added  to  ten  fums  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  each,  as  was  originally  propofed  for  the  faid 
purchafe  ;  and  the  united  fums,  with  their  ac¬ 
cumulations  of  intereft,  refpedively  may  be 
paid  to  the  firft  ten  Boroughs  which  {hall  fur- 
render  their  obnoxious  Franchifes.  In  pur- 
fuance  of  thefe  ideas,  it  is  to  be  underftood, 
that  no  Transfer  of  the  privilege  of  Reprefen- 
tation  would  be  wanted,  on  account  of  the  ten 
Members  propofed  to  be  added  td  the  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Scotland  ;  that  from  the 
five  Boroughs  which  fhould  firft  have  furren- 
dered  that  privilege,  a  transfer  of  their  fharei 
in  the  Reprefentation  would  be  efteemed  to 
have  been  made  in  advance,  to  the  unrepre- 
fented  diftrici  of  Marybone,  &c.  and  to  the 
great  Unreprefented  Towns  of  Birmingham, 
Manchefter,  Sheffield,  and  Leeds  ;  and  that  the 
fhares  in  the  Reprefentation  of  thirty-five  Bo¬ 
roughs  remaining  to  be  disfranchifed  as  afore- 
faid,  would  be  directed  by  Parliament  to  bd 
transferred  to  the  feveral  Counties  or  Ridings 
of  England,  to  the  City  of  Weftminfter,  and  to 
the  Borough  of  Southwark,  in  the  order  in 
which  their  names  might  ftand  in  a  lift  formed 
in  the  manner  prefcribed,  till  the  whole  trans¬ 
fers  intended  had  been  completely  made  :  and 
it  would  be  neceffary  that  certain  Perfons,  being 

partly 
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partly  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
partly  private  individuals,  fhould  be  appointed 
with  authority  to  act  in  this  cafe,  as  Com- 
miffioners  or  Truftees  for  the  Public ;  that  the 
fums  of  money  wanted  for  the  feveral  pur- 
chafes  which  have  been  propofed,  with  the 
growing  interefl  of  the  fame,  fhould  be  veiled 
in  them,  and  that  they  fhould  have  full  power 
to  treat  with  all  Perfons  interefted  in  any  Bo¬ 
rough  or  Boroughs  not  containing  400  houfes, 
and  to  agree  with  them,  or  the  majority  of 
them  upon  terms  for  the  purchafe  of  the  fur- 
render  of  their  privilege  of  Reprefentation,’ and 
finally  to  complete  the  faid  purchafe  :  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  which  purchafe  the  Commiffioners 
aforefaid  fhould  be  required  within  a  certain 
fhort  time  to  be  limited  by  Parliament,  to  no¬ 
tify  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  under  whofe 
direction  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be 
required  to  give  notice  of  the  fame  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette,  and  alfo  to  name  the  County,  City  or 
Town,  to  which  the  then  purchafed  fhare  of 
Reprefentation  was  to  be  transferred,  to 
which  notice  and  nomination  the  returning 
officer  of  the  County,  City,  or  Town  fo  intitled 
to  a  fhare  of  the  Reprefentation  which  had  been 
purchafed,  fhould  be  bound  to  pay  due  attention, 
and  to  proceed  to  Election  in  fuch  manner  as 
the  Law  might  in  this  cafe  direct.  By  thefe 
provifions,  this  enlarged  Plan  of  improvements 
would  be  carried  into  immediate  effect,  refpect- 
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ing  thofe  great  Unreprefented  Towns  and 
Diftri&s  of  the  Metropolis,  whofe  total  priva¬ 
tion  of  the  fundamental  right  of  Reprefentation 
muft  be  conlidered  as  the  moft  oppreffive  griev¬ 
ance  ;  and  alfo  refpe&ing  thofe  fix  Counties  of 
Scotland  which  are  fubje<ft  to  alternate  Re¬ 
prefentation,  and  thofe  great  Cities  and  Towns 
of  Scotland,  whofe  fhare  of  Reprefentation  re- 
fpe&ively  is  but  an  unit  or  the  fra&ion  of  an 
unit,  not  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  at  large, 
but  monopolized  by  a  few  Corporators,  who 
bear  an  almoft  imperceptible  proportion  to  the 
reft.  By  the  fame  means  alfo,  the  Plan  would 
be  carried  into  fpeedy,  if  not  immediate  effeft, 
refpe&ing  the  abolition  of  the  firft  five,  and 
the  propofed  transfer  of  the  Reprefentative 
Right  from  five  more  of  the  obnoxious 
Boroughs,  to  feveral  of  the  Counties  of  Eng¬ 
land.  And  when  the  Plan  had  been  thus  far 
carried  into  execution,  by  the  faid  addition  of 
Members  to  the  above-mentioned  Counties, 
Cities,  and  Towns  of  Scotland,  and  by  the 
transfer  of  the  Right  of  Reprefentation  from 
ten  obnoxious  Boroughs,  to  the  diftrift 
of  Marybone,  the  four  great  Unreprefented 
Towns  of  Birmingham,  Manchefter,  Sheffield, 
and  Leeds,  and  an  adequate  number  of  Eng- 
lifh  Counties,  the  complete  and  fpeedy  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  whole  Plan,  would  be  indif- 
putably  fecured. 


i 
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STATE  01.  MONEY 
Wanted  for  the  PURCHASES  propofed; 

- 


For  purchafing  the  furrender  of  their  .Right  of 
Reprefentation  from  40  Boroughs,  and  the  fur- 
render  of  their  injurious  monopoly  of  that  Right 
from  ten  Corporate  Bodies,  it  was  propofed  by 
Mr.  Pitt  to  fet  apart  the  fum  of — — 

For  purchafing  the  furrender  of  that  injurious 
monopoly  from  four  more  Corporate  Bodies,  it 
might  be  proper  now  to  fet  apart  the  additional 
fum  of — — 

For  fecuring  the  fpeedy  execution  of  the  Plan 

in  the  manner  propofed - 

So  upon  this  Statement,  the  whole  fum  wanted 

would  be  no  more  than - 

But  if  five  more  Boroughs  fhould  be  abolifhed 
in  the  fame  way,  viz.  by  purchafe  to  prevent  an 
increafe  in  the  number  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  whole  film  wanted  in  that  cafe  for  the  fulled 
execution  of  this  great  fyftematical  improvement 
jof  our  National  Reprefentation,  in  all  its  parts 
would  not  exceed-^-  ■■ 

N.  B.  But  this  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  meafure  recom¬ 
mended,  becaufe  by  increafing  difficulties  in  the  execution,  it 
might  render  the  whole  attempt  abortive. 

When  this  fyftem  had  been  fully  carried  into 
execution,  a  fum  not  exceeding  ioo,cooL  would 
be  fufficient  to  be  fet  apart  gradually  to  weed 
out  the  remaining  fmall  and  obnoxious  Bo¬ 
roughs,  by  obtaining  a  voluntary  furrender 
of  their  injurious  Franchifes,  in  the  mode  which 
has  been  before  Rated ;  in  order  that  their  {hare 
of  the  Reprefentation  might  be  transferred  from 
Boroughs  which  vrere  depopulated  to  fuch 
great  Unreprefehted  Towns,  as  might  have 
vifen  in  the  kingdom. 
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By  thefe  fafe  and  peaceful  means,  the  Repre- 
fentation  of  the  People,  having  received  this 
great  fyftematical  improvement,  would  ap¬ 
proach  as  nearly  to  theoretical  perfe&ion,  as 
the  a&ual  circumftances  feem  to  allow,  and  thus 
might  be  prevented  the  relapfe  of  the  Confti- 
tution  into  that  degraded  Rate  in  which  it  now 
is  5  and  from  which  the  aflailant  of  the  po¬ 
pular  part  of  it  almoft  appears  to  derive  fome 
plaufible  pretext  for  his  infulting  denial,*  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ever  was,  or  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a  Reprefentation  of  the  Com¬ 
mons  :  And  confiftently  with  this  doctrine,  the 
confequence  which  unavoidably  flows  from  the 
lofs  or  diminution  of  our  Reprefentative  Rights, 
viz.  a  Senate  NOT  SPEAKING  THE  WILL 
OF  THE  PEOPLE,  or  in  other  words,  a  Go¬ 
vernment  NOT  BY  CONSENT,  is  commended 
by  this  Deferter  from  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  as 
a  fit  Government  for  the  Britilh  Nation  ;  and 
the  wealth  to  which  the  Nation  has  attained  is 
abfurdly  imputed  to  the  abufes  and  ufurpations 
complained  of,  inftead  of  being  afcribed,  as  it 
ought  to  have  been,  to  that  degree  of  rational 
Liberty,  which  is  ftill  enjoyed  under  our  impair¬ 
ed  Conftitution,  and  to  the  induftry  and  patience 
of  a  well-deferving  People,  whom  thofe  abufes 
and  ufurpations  have  hitherto,  neither  difeou- 
raged,  nor  provoked  beyond  the  bounds  of  mo¬ 
deration.  Never  did  the  ears  of  our  Anceftors 

*  See  the  3d  Edition  of  Mr.  Young’s  pamphlet,  “  The  Example 
of  France  a  Warning  to  Britain.” 
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tingle  at  hearing  do&rines  maintained  more 
dire&ly  deftrudtive  of  their  mod  valuable 
Rights.  That  fuch  doctrines  have  been  avowed 
in  the  face  of  the  Public,  were  alone  an  alarm¬ 
ing  indication  of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of 
the  times.  But  when  publications  containing 
portions  thus  hoftile  to  the  Conftitution,  have 
been  approved  by  numerous  Affociations,  and 
circulated  under  the  recommendation  of  the 
firft  legal  Officers  of  the  Crown,  the  time  is 
furely  come,  wdien  the  Friends  of  the  Confti¬ 
tution  in  all  its  parts ,  ftiould  add  to  their  mo¬ 
deration  activity  and  zeal  to  defend  it,  and 
ftiould  unite  by  every  warrantable  mean  at 
once  to  fupport  our  limited  Monarchy  againft 
its  Republican  Foes,  and  to  maintain  and  fe- 
cure  that  fundamental  Right  of  Ele<ftion,  which 
is  the  Corner-Stone  of  our  Political  Edifice. 

The  effect  of  fuch  a  Reform  of  the  Repre- 
fentation  as  has  been  here  recommended  would 
be  powerful  indeed;  it  cannot  however  be 
thought  fufficiently  efficacious  if  unaccompa¬ 
nied  with  other  fubfidiary  meafures,  to  reftore 
our  legiflature  to  the  purity  of  its  ancient  State. 

The  farther  meafures  wdiich  the  Popular 
Meetings  in  1780  deemed  neceffary  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  purpofe  are. 

The  reduction  of  the  enormous  Influence  of 
the  Crown : 

The  repeal  of  the  Septennial  Bill ; 

And  Regulations  for  preventing  inconvenience 
2nd  delay,  tumult  and  expence  at  Elections. 
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Without  thefe  fubfidiary  meafures,  the  Mem* 
bers  returned  to  Parliament  might  be  Men 
of  refpeclable  character  as  private  Indivi¬ 
duals;  they  might  be  chofen  by  truly  re- 
fpectable  communities ;  not  one  depopulated  or 
dependent  Borough  might  remain  intitled  to 
elect  Reprefentatives,  and  yet,  Parliament 
might  be  found  utterly  unable  to  perform  its 
Conftitutional  Office  to  controul  the  Executive 
Power,  and  protect  the  rights  and  property  of 
its  Conftituents. 

Fqr  till  Remitters,*  qf  Voters  have  been  efta? 
bliffied,  and  places  of  polling  in  fmall  diftri&s, 
in  hundreds,  or  in  parifhes  have  been  appointed, 
the  exercife  of  the  Right  of  Suffrage  will  con¬ 
tinue  too  troublefpmc  tq  the  Voter,  too  ex- 
ppnfive  to  the  Candidate,  In  the  counties, 
therefore,  fElecfions  will  feldom  be  contefted ; 
compromife  will  ufually  fuperfede  the  choice  of 
the  People ;  and  thus,  under  the  enormous  ex- 
pences  permitted  by  the  Law,  even  thofe  found 
parts  of  the  Rejprefentation,  though  reinforced 

*A  Bill  for  keeping  an  accurate  Regifter  of  Voters  in  the  Counties, 
drawn  fome  years  ago  by  Earl  Stanhope,  by  his  ftrenuous  exertions, 
and  thofe  of  other  virtuous  Fiiends  of  Liberty,  was  carried  through 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  and  palled  into  a  Law.  But  in  the 
very  next  Selfion,  before  the  efFe#  of  it  could  be  tried,  this  falutary 
act  on  flight  pretences,  was  repealed.  It  was  afterwards  propofed  to 
forn>  a  Regifter  qf  Voters  on  the  fame  principle  as  that,  on  which  a, 
lift’ of  Jurors  at  prefent  is  formed,  but  without  fuccel's. 

|  The  Freeholders  of  Yorkfliire  have  not  been  polled  for  nc<ar  Co 
years.  When  Sir  George  Savile  canvalTed  them  in  1780,  he  found 
ft  vie  r  al,  who  never  having  been  called  to  exercife  their  Elective 
Franchife,  did  not  know  they  had  a  right  to  vote  for  more  than  one 
C«aididai£.  ^ 
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by  additional  Members,  will  remain  in  a  great 
meafure  difabled  to  perform  their  Conftitutional 
Fundi ons.  Till  thefe  and  other  Regulations 
of  a  limilar  tendency  have  been  eftablifhed, 
inconvenience  and  delay,  diforder  and  tumult, 
will  alfo  continue  to  interrupt  and  difgrace  the 
Poll.  And  till  Laws  wifely  fevere  have  re- 
ftored  integrity  to  our  Elections,  Candidates 
will  be  tempted  to  fecure  fuccel's  by  arts  un¬ 
known  in  the  purer  ages  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
not  to  be  checked  by  Statutes,  the  fan&ions  of 
which  are  too  feeble  to  deter  offenders,  and  un- 
wifely  pointed  lefs  againft  the  Candidates,  the  rich 
criminals  who  offer  the  bribe,  than  againft  the 
poorVotersby  whom  it  may  be  accepted;  butit  is 
much  tobe  feared,  that  when  fraud  andcorruption 
have  opened  to  fuch  Candidates  the  door  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  they  may  enter  with  them,  and  there  con¬ 
taminate  their  whole  Political  Condud.  Other 
Members  may  have  fcorned  to  ftoop  to  the  arts 
alluded  to;  and  may  have  engaged  in  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Duty  from  motives  of  public  fpirit ; 

and  a  laudable  ambition  to  ferve  their  Country; 

0  * 

but  while  the  habits  of  corruption  are  yet 
unchecked,  candour  cannot  fuppofe  fuch  men 
to  form  a  majority  of  the  fenate,  nor  would 
prudence  wifh  to  expofe  their  virtue  to  the 
long  trial  of  a  Septennial  Parliament,  to  the 
varied  arts  of  Minifters,  and  their  multitudi¬ 
nous  means  of  feduclion. 

To  reduce  this  immenfe  fund  of  corruption 
within  narrower  bounds,  much  was  well  done 
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in  the  fhort ;  Adminiftration  of  Lord  Rocking* 
ham,  and  the  firfl  years  of  the  prefent  Minifters 
official  power  were  honourably  marked  by  mea- 
fures  of  the  fame  laudable  tendency.  But  much 
alfo  was  then  left  undone ;  fince  that  time  new 
taxes  have  unavoidably  increafed  the  means  of 
influence,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  admi- 
mftration  many  frefh  abufes  with  great,  proba¬ 
bility  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  arifen. 

For  a  virtuous  oppofition  to  the  evil  principle 
of  our  Government  cannot  be  lafting,  or  finally 
fuceefsful  when  fupported  merely  by  the  force 
of  popular  opinion  alone,  without  a  radical 
reform  of  thofe  abufes  which  refped  the  frame 
of  Parliament  itfelf.  In  the  prefent  State  of  our 
Government,  the  mod  upright  Minifter  at  his 
entrance  into  office,  will  have  the  mortification 
to  find  he  cannot  govern  on  the  principles  of 
his  own  integrity  ;  he  muft  fwerve  from  them 
or  refign  his  power  \  but  power  will  be  retained y 
the  beft  official  regulations  will  therefore  be 
evaded ;  new  means  of  influence  will  be  ob¬ 
tained  and  employed  \  the  completion  of  hi$ 
Adminiftration  will  be  gradually  affetedby  the 
prevailing  colour  of  the  fyftem  with  which  he 
is  connected  \  and  at  laft,  his  conduct  and  cha¬ 
racter  will  be  thoroughly  tinged  with  a  fallow 
and  diftempered  hue,  the  fymptom  of  that 
putridity  which  has  fc  often  rendered  his  pre- 
dcceffors  the  objects  of  difguft.  But  when  that 
radical  Reform  has  been  accomplifhed,  (econo¬ 
mical  regulations  will  be  found  to  co-operate 
with  powerful  effeft.  Official  Reforms  will 

then 
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then  tend  ftill  more  to  purify  our  Elections, 
and  to  preferve  a  fairly  elected  Senate  from  the 
baneful  influence  of  corruption. 

A  fhorter  duration  of  Parliament  alfo  will  then 
have  the  happieft  confequences  ;  the  Repeal  of 
the  Septennial  Bill,  will  then  with  the  greateft 
advantage  to  the  Public  complete  the  fyftem  of 
Political  Renovation,  and  fecure  to  the  People 
the  juft  and  rational  exercife  of  their  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Controul.  At  prefent  they  look  back 
with  envy  and  regret  to  thofe  Primitive  ages 
of  the  Conftitution,  when  nominal  and  frau¬ 
dulent  votes  were  unknown,  when  their  fore¬ 
fathers  were  unpolluted  by  the  bafe  arts  of 
modern  Elections;  when  the  fountain  of  legifla- 
tion  was  pure  from  the  taint  of  corruption,  and 
Parliaments,  were  venerated  and  beloved,  as 
the  firm  and  incorruptible  Guardians  of  the 
People.  By  reverting  to  the  genuine  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Conftitution,  and  making  this 
temperate  application  of  them  to  the  exigencies 
of  thefe  times,  the  feeds  of  difcontent,  and  dif- 
arfeclion  may  be  Hilled,  the  growth  of  a  Re¬ 
publican  party  may  be  ftopt,  and  if  not  delayed 
too  long,  the  Melioration  of  the  Conftitution, 
in  this  moderate  and  peaceful  way,  may  happily 
be  found  to  be  the  confurnmation  of  the  po¬ 
pular  wifti. 

Againft  the  Plan  of  Mr.  Pitt  thus  enlarged  it 
may  be  forefeen  that  various  objections  will  be 
urged ;  fome  of  which  will  undoubtedly  de* 
ferve  ferious  confideration.  But  ftiould  the 
oenfioned  Advocate  of  the  prefent  fvftem  of 
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abufes  contend,  that  the  difcontents  of  the 
People  are  groundlefs  and  unreafonable,  that  a 
Parliament  over  which  they  have  little  regular 
influence,  which  has  been  named  chiefly  by 
the  Crown  and  the  Ariftocracy,  is  befl:  calcula¬ 
ted  to  obtain  the  great  purpofe  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  viz.  the  Happinefs  of  the  People ;  and 
therefore,  that  no  Reformation  is  neceflary  or 
ought  to  be  conceded;  the  Reader’s  patience 
fhall  not  be  wearied  here  by  an  attempt  to  re¬ 
fute  palpable  abfurdities.  Or  fhould  the  more 
cautious  Foe  to  Liberty  admit  that  Reforma¬ 
tion  is  expedient,  yet  infift  on  the  inexpediency 
of  the  time,  the  fallacy  of  that  poor  evafion, 
that  frivolous  but  everlafting  excufe,  is  too 
apparent  to  require  detection.  Or  fliould 
the  uncandid  Adverfary  fhift  his  ground,  and 
change  the  direction  of  his  attack  from  the 
plan  propofed  to  the  Perfon  who  propofed  it, 
fhould  he  charge  the  Author  of  this  Paper 
with  the  mean  deflgn  to  difparage  Mr.  Pitt  and 
his  Plan,  or  the  malignant  purpofe  to  irritate 
popular  difcontent,  and  to  excite  commotion 
by  fuggefting  more  extenlive  propofltions  of 
Reform,  than  thofe  he  formerly  recommended; 
little  previous  remark  furely  can  be  neceflary 
to  obviate  the  impreiiion  of  thofe  expected  illi- 
beralities.*  The  Plan  of  Mr.  Pitt,  if  examined 

by 

#The  extreme  injuft  ice  of  Satire  ufually  defeats  the  malevolent 
purpofe  of  it  ;  and  the  moft  atrocious  is  not  always  the  mod 
mifchievous  calumniator.  The  coarfely-coloured  picture  which(in 
the  3d  edition  of  Mr.  Young’s  latepamphlet,  intitled/rheExample 
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by  theoretical  rules,  will  certainly  be  found  to 
fall  far  fhort  of  perfection  ;  it  did  not  even  aim 
to  remove  lbme  of  the  groffeft  abufes  which 
difgrace  the  Britilh  Reprefentation  ;  but  it  was 
a  wife  propofal  and  well  adapted  to  the  State 
of  Public  Opinion  in  1785;  the  guarded  mo- 
deration  of  it  evinced  his  hncerity  at  that  time; 
and  if  more  extenfive  changes  had  been  propo- 
fed,  they  would  have  been  unauthorized  by 
the  previoufly  declared  with  of  any  conliderable 
portion  of  the  community.  But  fince  that 
time,  the  denial  of  redrefs,  and  a  long  pro- 
traced  difcuflion  have  produced  their  ufual 
effects;  upon  the  fubjeC  of  Conftitutional 
Rights,  the  ideas  of  the  Public  have  been  ex¬ 
panded,  and  a  more  extenfive  redrefs  is  fought 
in  many  parts  of  England,  and  throughout 
Scotland,  than  Mr.  Pitt’s  original  Plan  propofed 

of  France  a  Warning  to  Britain)  has  been  held  out  to  the  Public, 
as  the  Portrait  of  the  Author  of  this  Paper,  he  is  fatisfied,  bears 
no  juft  refemblance  to  his  real  character;  he  hears  the  molt  cri¬ 
minal  intentions  there  imputed  to  him,  and  his  Political  Princi¬ 
ples  in  his  Accufer’s  judgment,  identified  withthofe  of  the  wildeft 
Incendiary  of  France,  viz.  MARAT, and  he  hears  it  with  unaltered 
ferenity  of  mind ;  becaufe  his  confidence  tells  him  it  is  not  true. 
He  fears  not  the  effect  of  what  has  been  fo  vehemently  urged 
againft  him  in  the  Pamphlet  in  queftion,  whether  in  the  fhape  of 
incoherent  reafoning,  of  mutilated  quotation,  or  epithets  of  viru¬ 
lent  abufe.  His  correfpondence,  and  his  other  Political  Papers 
will  foon  be  laid  before  the  Public,  and  will  prefent  a  view  of  his 
condud  during  feveral  years  in  promoting  a  Reformation  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  hence  on  furer  grounds,  than  the  fierce  invedives 
of  his  antagonift,  the  queftion  may  receive  a  clear  decifion,  whe¬ 
ther  he  has  not  afted  uniformly  as  became  a  good  Citizen,  a 
Friend  to  the  Peace,  and  to  the  Liberty  of  his  Country. 
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to  have  given.  The  difeontent  of  the  People 
under  their  Conftitutional  Grievances,  is  the 
refult  of  their  enlarged  knowledge  of  their 
Rights,  and  of  the  ufurpations  of  Minifters 
and  Peers  ;  much  has  been  well  written,  much 
has  been  eloquently  fpoken  to  demonftrate  the 
injuries  the  Conftitution  has  fuffered  ;  the  fatal 
confequences  which  experience  proves  to  flow 
from  that  fource,  and  the  neceflity  for  fome 
better  fecurity  for  the  Liberty  of  the  People, 
have  been  infilled  on  with  equal  energy  by  the 
wifeft  Minifters  and  the  moft  unblemifhed  Pa¬ 
triots. — It  is  needlefs  to  inquire  therefore,  whe¬ 
ther  the  difeontent  of  the  People  be  owing 
more  to  the  Parliamentary  Speeches  of  a  Pitt 
and  a  Savile,  or  to  the  Political  Writings  of  a 
Burgh  and  a  Price  ;  to  the  late  Revolution  in 
America ;  or  to  the  more  recent  events  in 
France.  It  is  evident,  that  difeontent  exifts, 
and  that  it  will  be  our  true  wifdom  to  allay 
that  difeontent  by  timely  accommodation. 

The  original  Plan  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  excellently 
contrived  to  effeft  a  temperate  Reform  in  the 
moft  amicable  manner,  with  the  confent  even 
of  the  Boroughs  whofe  abolition  was  required  ; 
and  in  it  alfo  Principles  refpecting  the  Right 
of  Suffrage  were  laid  down,  the  extenfion 
of  which,  from  a  few  diftricls  to  the  kingdom 
at  large,  might  well  content  the  People, 
even  in  this  more  advanced  ftate  of  their 
ideas  and  expectations  j  provided  juftice  were 
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dQne  to  our  Northern  Brethren,  by  extending 
an  equitable  relief  to  Scotland.  It  is  neither 
wilhed  therefore  to  depreciate  Mr.  Pitt’s  Plan, 
nor  in  any  material  inftance  to  deviate  from  it ; 
additions  to  it  are  propofed  with  a  view  more 
effectually  to  recommend  the  prudent  and  con¬ 
ciliatory  principles  of  that  Plan,  to  fuperfede 
all  hazardous  propofitions  of  Reform,  and  to 
induce  the  generality  of  the  People,  to  acquiefce 
in  a  Syftem  thus  enlarged ;  which  is  neither 
violent  in  its  mode  of  operation,  nor  extreme 
in  any  of  its  principles,  which  would  obtain  the 
neceffary  disfranchifements  by  confent,  which 
would  extend  the  Right  of  Suffrage  to  Men 
of  fome  competent  perfonal  effate,  whofe  lhare 
in  the  Reprefentation  would  give  frelh  fecu- 
rity  to  property;  and  which  would  finally  re¬ 
move  all  the  great  evils  complained  of  in  the 
State  of  our  Reprefentation,  in  England  and 
in  Scotland. 

But  any  alteration  in  the  proportion  ofRepre- 
fentatives  eftabliftiedby  the  Act  ofUnionbetween 
England  and  Scotland,  it  may  be  thought  would 
be  a  breach  of  that  Union :  and  certainly  this 
objection  if  well  founded,  would  be  an  infu- 
perable  difficulty.  But  what  expounder  of  laws 
or  of  treaties  will  maintain,  that  a  change  be¬ 
neficial  to  each  of  the  contracting  parties,  and 
defired  by  both  would  be  an  infringement  of 
the  contract?  The  population  of  Scotland 
equals  at  leaft  a  fourth  part  of  the  population 
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of  England,  their  Reprefentation  falls  below 
the  proportion  of  one  to  eleven.  Scotland, 
therefore,  collectively  taken,  is  inadequately 
reprefented  in  the  Britilh  Parliament ;  and  the 
counties  and  populous  cities  in  queftion,  have 
ftill  greater  reafon  to  complain  of  their  very 
imperfect  fhare  of  Conftitutional  Importance. 
The  addition  of  ten  Members  to  thefe  counties 
and  cities  would  be  a  benefit  to  them,  and  to 
Scotland  in  general,  too  evident  to  be  infilled 
on.  And  whenever  the  People  of  England  and 
their  Reprefentatives  lhall  deem  it  a  benefit 
to  England  to  reltore  equitable  Reprefentation 
in  that  larger  part  of  the  Kingdom,  they  will 
undoubtedly  deem  it  advantageous  even  to 
themfelves,  that  abufes  Ihould  not  be  fuffered 
to  remain  in  Scotland,  to  nourifh  difcontent 
there,  and  to  difgrace  the  work  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  here.  At  the  time  when  the  A6t  of  Union 
was  completed,  to  the  lafting  advantage  of  both 
Countries,  the  inadequacy  of  the  portion  of 
Reprefentation  allowed  to  Scotland  was  lefs, 
than  it  now  is  ;  the  fubfequent  increafe  of  po¬ 
pulation  has  rendered  the  grievance  greater,  it 
is  now  much  more  fenfibly  felt,  and  much  more 
generally  complained  of,  than  it  was  at  the 
time  of  the  Union.  It  might  be  difficult  then 
to  avoid  thofe  difgr aceful  defeats  of  counties 
alternately  unreprefented,  and  great  cities  en¬ 
joying  but  the  fraction  of  avote,for  thenomina* 
tion  of  a  Angle  Member;  but  when  England  lhall 
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undertake  a  great  fyftematical  improvement  of 
her  own  Reprefentation,  her  conduct  will  be 
neither  generous  nor  prudent,  if  (he  leave  foul 
abufes  in  that  of  Scotland,  as  nuifances  to  taint 
the  purity  of  the  whole. 

*  The  teeming  Lover  of  Democracy,  but  in 
truth,  under  that  appearance,  the  real  Friend 
of  Ariftocracy  with  all  its  ufurpations,  may  ob¬ 
ject  to  this  enlarged  Plan,  as  he  before  objected, 
to  the  narrower  Plan  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  it  is  too 
favourable  to  Ariftocratical  Power.  Even  when 
applyed  to  that  narrower  Plan,  the  objection  is 
hardly  reconcileable  with  lincerity  on  the  one 
hand,  or  with  common  fenfe  on  the  other. 
For  what  Man  of  common  fenfe  and  experience, 
who  is  not  warped  by  partiality  from  truth  and 
candour,  will  aflert,  that  the  abolition  of  de¬ 
pendent  boroughs  would  be  no  diminution  of 
Ariftocratical  Power ;  or  that  the  right  of 
Election  thrown  open  to  the  fubftantial  houfe- 
holders  in  towns  now  fubjed  to  the  monopoly 
of  a  corporation,  would  be  no  advantage  to  the 
People  ;  or  that  the  County  Reprefentation  is 
not  more  free  than  that  of  the  boroughs  from 
the  undue  influence  of  the  Peerage  ?  The  plan 
in  queftion,  without  touching  the  juft  confti- 
tutional  Power  of  the  Crown  and  the  Peers, 
would  have  correded  many  of  thofe  abufes  from 
which  the  new  and  dangerous  influence  of  both 

*  Sec  the  Pamphlet  of  Mr.  A.  Dalrymple,  entitled  “  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Reform,  as  it  is  cabled,  improper  in  the  prefent  State  of 
thU  Country.” 
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has  derived  its  exiftence  ;  their  adherents  law 
it  diftin&Iy,  they  united  to  oppofe  the  propor¬ 
tion,  and  by  their  union  it  was  defeated.  But 
the  objection,  applyed  to  the  more  extenfive 
plan,  would  be  ftill  more  manifeftly  futile  and 
abfurd.  For  let  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  various 
changes  and  regulations  here  propofed  had  been 
eftablifhed;  and  that  a  Parliament  had  been 
chofen  under  the  influence  of  thofe  principles ; 
and  then  let  the  Objector  compare  a  Parliament 
fo  chofen  with  the  Parliaments  we  have  feen. 
It  will  be  impoflible  that  he  fhould  not  perceive, 
that  inftead  of  an  aflembly  dependent  on  the 
Government,  and  a  few  Noble  Families,  we 
fhould  have  a  fair  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
great  majority  of  whom  had  been  defied  by 
the  decent  houfeholders,  and  perfons  of  landed 
property  in  the  counties  and  great  towns  of  the 
Kingdom,  fuch  Members  would  feel  their  re- 
fponfibility*  to  their  Conftituents  ;  and  they 
would  act  with  a  due  regard  to  their  fenti- 
ments  and  intereft  in  preference  to  their  own 
private  emolument;  confcious  that  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  them  would  foon  revert  to  Men,  whofe 
confidence  mull  be  preferved  or  their  delegation 
loft.  And  by  thefe  means  operating  through¬ 
out  our  improved  fyftem  of  Reprefentation, 
private  emolument  and  local  interefts  would 
be  overcome  by  the  general  intereft  of  the 
Public,  which  is  but  the  aggregate  of  the 
perfonal  interefts  of  the  majority,  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fubdiviftons  of  the  community. 
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This  objection,  therefore,  in  the  fenfe  in 
which  it  has  be£n  combated,  appears  to  be  weak 
and  ridiculous.  But  in  fart  it  tnay'hs^e  been 
the  Obje&or’s  meaning  only,  if  his  meaning  be 
collected  from  the  fingle  paffage  in  quefiion, 
that  Mr.  Pitt’«  Plan  in  1785,  would  not  have 
reftored  the  Rights  of  the  People  fo  fully  as 
they  ough^  to  be  reftored,  and  he  may  now 
admit,  that  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  the  public 
opinion  a  more  ex  ten  live,  but  equally  fafe 
plan  for  the  reftoration  of  popular  rights 
ought  to  be  propofed.  If  thele  can  be  the 
fentiinents  of  the  Obje&or  alluded  to,  he  is 
agreed,  with  the  Author  of  this  Piece,  and  the 
improvements  here  connefred  with  Mr.  Pitt’s 
plan,  may  pofiibly  meet  his  approbation. 

There  is  yet  another  fenfe  in  which  his  ob¬ 
jection  inay  be  underftood,  or  an  opinion  to 
which  it  v-  *  ford  fome  countenance,  though 
not  inter  ,  ;  01  perhaps  perceived  by  the  Ob¬ 
jector  him.;  ■  and  it  is  too  dangerous  not  to 
require  ibi  -.e  notice  and  brief  refutation  :  viz. 
that  in  H  *nt  of  a  Reformation  of  Parlia* 
ment,  the  Public  ought  to  expert  every  fort 
and  degree  of  Aritc  -atical  Power  to  be  beat 
down  and  entirely  deunudhed.  To  deftroy 
the  ufurped  Power  of  Minifters  and  Nobles 
in  the  Boroughs,  &c.  is  a  juft  and  a  Confti- 
tutional,  a  fafe  and  a  practicable  meafure.  But 
wholly  to  deftroy  the  power  of  Men  of  great 
landed  eftates,  or  of  great  mercantile  opulence 
were  an  attempt  bigwdth  danger,  and  impofii- 
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ble  to  be  effe&ed  without  flagrant  injuftice,  and 
the  ruin  of  the  Conftitution.  Opulence  ever 
muft  con  'Xr  influence,  and  even  command  in  a 
certain  degree  ;  all  t hat  can  be  juftly  or  fafely 
done  for  the  reduction  or  ariftocratical  influ- 
ence  muft  ftill  be  fuppofed  to  have  left  what  • 
may  be  called  THE  NATURAL  WEIGHT 
OF  PROPERTY. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  Century  the  arifto- 
cracy  have  gained  a  great  acceflion  of  artificial 
power,  by  their  various  fraudulent  encroach¬ 
ments  and  ufurpations  in  the  Boroughs  ^  ifrnfle 
in  the  fame  period  the  Democracy  of  Great- 
Britain  has  acquired  much  additional  weight 
of  property,  and  from  the  great  diffufion  of 
knowledge  alfo  is  juftly  intitled  to  an  .augmen¬ 
tation  of  Political  Importance.  Frc>na  thefe 
circumftances  and  from  the  progreflive  increafe 
of  Taxes,  and  the  growing  neceftities  of  the 
State,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  that  the  People  will 
not  long  endure  the  grofs  vYurpatioris  lo  juftly 
complained  of.  If  all  redrefs  wr'e  perfever- 
ingly  refufed  by  the  Great,  /  -3  were  a  con¬ 
duct  calculated  to  provoke  Commotion  with  a 
train  of  terrible  calarm  If  nothing  fhort 
of  perfonal  Repreft^ation  would  content  the 
People,  this  were  to  provoke  a  refufal,  and  to 
lofe  the  fubftance  of  Liberty  in  purfuit  of  the 
Ihadow  of  theoretical  perfection  ;  and  even 
that  fhadow  would  be  found  to  elude  the  grafp  : 
Ariftocratical  fuperiority  would  ftill  remain  at¬ 
tached  to  fuperior  opulence ,  it  could  only  be 
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deffroyedby  means  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with 
juftice  and  the  Rights  of  Property.  Society 
was  formed  to  protect  Men  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  perfonal  Rights  :  Society  was  alio  formed 
to  protect  Men  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  pro¬ 
perty.  Each  of  thefe  diftindt  and  important 
ends  of  Government  ought  to  be  duly  attended 
to ;  for  want  of  that  attention,  fometimes  the 
Right  of  Property  has  been  unjuftly  invaded, 
on  pretences  more  or  lefs  fpecious,  for  an  Agra¬ 
rian  Law,  and  an  equal  diftribution  of  property, 
but  much  more  frequently  have  the  perfonal 
liberties  of  mankind  been  deftroyed,  from  their 
exceffive  folicitude  for  the  prefervation  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  their  indifference,  or  infufficient 
care  for  their  perfonal  rights.  Simplicity  of 
manners,  a  nearly  equal  divifion  of  property* 
the  non-exiftence  of  a  great  and  profligate 
Capital,  and  other  favourable  circumftances, 
many  of  which  appear  to  be  combined  in  the 
fituation  of  America,  may  render  it  not  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  form  a  Government  per¬ 
fectly  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  Liberty, 
and  yet  perfectly  friendly  to  the  Rights  of 
Property.  If  this  has  not  been  done  by 
the  American  People,  their  reafons  for  flopping 
fhort  of  fpeculative  perfection,  it  may  be 
juftly  prefumed,  were  prudent  and  practically 
right.  At  leaft  it  may  be  fafely  afferted,  that 
to  attempt  to  form  a  Government  on  a  perfeft 
theory,  where  almoft  all  the  exifting  circum- 
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fiances  are  hoftile  to  the  attempt,  were  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  mifchievous  folly.  To  force  circum- 
flances  to  bend  to  theory,  has  been  the  fatal 
refolution  of  the  French  People.  And  before 
their  new  Republic  can  be  eftablifhed  on  any 
liable  foundation,  great  muft  be  the  calamities 
endured  in  France,  and  violent  muft  be  the 
change  in  the  diftribution  of  their  property, 
and  the  confequent  change  of  National  Manners. 
For  their  fakes,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  Gene- 
ralLiberty  of  Mankind,  their  defperate  rafhnefs  is 
deeply  to  be  lamented  ;  and  furely  the  interfer¬ 
ence  of  neighbouring  powers,  oftenfibly  to  re- 
ftore  order  and  tranquillity  among  them,  inten¬ 
tionally  to  reftore  their  ancient  defpotifm,  and 
to  difmember  France,  is  not  lefs  deeply  to  be 
execrated:  they  have  exafperated  Men,  cruel 
before,  to  tenfold  cruelty  ;  they  are  fharers  in 
the  guilt  of  thofe  Men,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
crimes  and  miferies  of  the  French  Nation  may 
juftly  be  charged  to  their  hoftile  confederacy.* 
Far  be  it  from  the  Britiih  People  to  follow 
this  fatal  example ;  far  be  it  from  them  to  ha¬ 
zard  the  miferies  of  a  great  Revolution  in  pur- 
fuit  of  that  Republican  Equality,  to  which  their 
unequally  divided  property,  their  licentious 
populace,  their  luxurious  capital,  their  widely 
extended  empire,  are  all  circumftances  moft 
decidedly  unsuitable.  The  attempt  in  the  laft 
century  to  eftablifh  a  Republic  in  this  Coun- 

»  Viz.  TJic  Treaty  of  Pilnitz. 
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try,  after  having  been  the  caufe  of  much 
bloodfhed,  and  many  miferies,  was  finally 
unfuccefsful :  and  fliould  the  fimilar  enterprize 
in  France  prove  more  fuccefsful,  their  Repub¬ 
lican  Equality  will  be  dearly  purchafed  indeed. 
On  the  one  hand,  therefore,  prudence  ponder¬ 
ing  the  defeat  of  that  enterprize  in  England, 
and  the  miferies  of  the  fecond  Revolution  of 
France  diffuadesus  from  the  adoption  of  Repub¬ 
lican  Principles  \  on  the  other  hand,  honour, 
public  fpirit,  and  a  fenfe  of  national  injury, 
forbid  us  to  crouch  in  abje&  acquiefcence  under 
the  recent  ufurpations  of  the  Great.  The  mid¬ 
dle  courfe  of  temperate  Reformation,  is  that 
which  benevolence  and  a  juft  patriotic  zeal  will 
moft  approve,  as  the  means  to  avoid  hazard 
from  the  growth  of  Revolutionary  Principles, 
and  to  carry  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the 
community  to  the  higheft  pitch,  which  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  feems  to  be  attainable. 
That  they  who  poftefs  the  power  may  alfo  have 
the  wifdom  to  redrefs  the  grievances  complained 
of,  on  moderate  principles,  and  in  a  feafonable 
time,  is  greatly  to  be  wifhed,  and  furely  not  al¬ 
together  to  be  defpaired.  For  it  muft  be  appa¬ 
rent  to  them,  that  the  difcon tents  of  the  People 
have  been  recently  increafed  in  a  great  degree, 
and  it  muft  be  felt,  that  Parliament  has  loft  the 
ancient  confidence  of  the  Nation ;  which  muft 
be  regained  by  proper  Reform,  or  there  can  be 
no  fafety  for  Government. — For  every  State  is 

C  3  liable 


(  33  ) 

liable  to  the  calamitous  viciffitudes  of  fortune  ; 
and  hence  are  ufuaily  excited  popular  difcontent, 
commotion,  and  revolution  ;  but  that  Govern* 
ment  is  more  peculiarly  expofed  to  danger  from 
flormy  commotions  of  the  People,  on  any  ca* 
lamitous  event,  which  refts  the  foundation  of 
its  power,  not  on  the  balls  of  an  equitable  Con- 
ftitution,  and  the  unbought  affe&ion  of  the 
People,  but  on  force,  or  fraud,  on  the  dexte¬ 
rous  application  of  the  means  of  influence,  and 
the  Ikilful  management  of  a  venal  or  factious 
Senate.  In  a  Country  fo  governed,  it  is  not 
the  fleeting  popularity  of  a  Minifter,  nor  even 
the  perfonal  worth  of  the  Monarch  himfelf, 
which,  in  times  of  great  National  Diftrefs,  can 
give  liability  to  the  Throne.  The  exile  of 
Necker,  and  the  fate  of  Louis  unjuftly  bleeding 
on  the  Scaffold,  are  Handing  leffons  to  ftatef- 
men,  that  virtues  and  talents  are  unable  to  pro* 
tect  either  the  Minifter  or  the  Monarch,  when 
the  fenfe  of  oppreflion  is  become  general 
and  intolerable.  But  if  it  be  neither  wife  not* 
fafe  for  the  Great,  to  perfevere  in  the  fupport 
of  a  fraudulent  fyftem  of  Reprefentation,  par¬ 
ticularly  when  by  their  inftigation,  chiefly  the 
Nation  has  been  involved  in  a  molt  ruinous  and 
unneceflary  War;  on  the  other  hand,  let  not 
the  People  and  their  active  agents  imagine  that 
in  exceeding  the  bounds  of  moderation,  either 
in  their  meafures  or  the  means  adopted  for 
their  fupport,  there  will  be  no  imprudence,  no 
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hazard  to  the  caufe  of  Public  Liberty.  Let 
them  not  forget,  that  by  temperate  conduct 
much  was  gained  by  preceding  affociations, 
and  much  more  probably  might  have  been 
added  to  the  ftock  of  Public  Liberty,  not 
if  more  extenfive  meafures  of  Reformation 
had  been  propofed  to  Parliament  in  i 7  ® 5  > 
but  if  the  temperate  plan  then  propofed  a 
been  more  vigoroufly  fupported  by  the  Peop  e. 

A  great  conftitutional  weight  has  been  fraudu¬ 
lently  taken  from  the  fcale  of  the  People ;  to 
replace  that  weight,  was  then  the  laudable  at- 
tempt  of  Y orkfhire,  and  other  populous  diftrias ; 
but  their  united  ftrength  was  found  unab  e 
to  move  it.  A  greater  portion  of  the  People 
may  now  be  combined  to  co-operate  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  and  their  loft  Conftitutional 
weight  may  be  thus  reftored  with  ea.e  to  the 
popular  fcale.  But  if  the  weight  to  be  moved 
ihould  be  increafed  in  proportion  to  tne  power 
applyed  to  move  it,  it  is  evident,  that  the  ut- 
moft  efforts  of  the  People  will  again  terminate 
reappointment.  Or,  to  drop  the  metaphor, 
and  exprefs  what  is  meant  more  plainly  and 
more  completely  ;  if  the  Friends  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  ffiould  be  perfuaded  to  demand  redrefs 
on  the  principles  of  universal  futirage ;  their 
demand  will  be  rejected,  to  that  rejection  they 
muft  fubmit,  or  engage  in  a  doubtful  ftruggle, 
in  which  no  fuccefs  could  compenfate  the  cala¬ 
mities  of  the  Public.  But  if  following  fafer 
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counfels,  they  fhould  unite  in  defiring  a  mo¬ 
derate  Reformation,  and  exprefs  their  firm 
refolution  to  acquiefce  in  that  conceftion,  fhould 
it  be  granted  to  their  requeft  by  Parliament,  fo 
juft,  fo  reafonable  a  propofal,  fupported  as  it  pro¬ 
bably  would  be,  by  the  voice  of  the  Nation, 
could  not  long  be  refilled. 

The  too  eager  advocates  for  Democratic 
Power,  may  confider  thefe  cautious  meafures 
as  the  effect  of  timidity,  and  a  Reformation 
propofed  onlefs  extenfive  principles  than  theirs, 
may  appear  to  them  little  better  than  the  paltry 
expedient  of  a  day.  They  may  reject  the  fug* 
geftions  of  moderation  with  difdain  ;  and  treat 
the  propofers  of  fuch  limited  fchemes  of  Re¬ 
formation,  as  ftrangers  to  political  fcience,  as 
petty  Ariftocrats,  who  wifh  to  form  or  increafc 
in  the  Counties  a  little  Ariftocracy  of  their  own 
clafs  and  fize;  as  Men,  whofe  feeble  powers 
cannot  comprehend  the  extent  and  grandeur  of 
their  magnificent  fyftems ;  and  the  fuccefs  of 
whofe  exertions  would  but  retard  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  that  perfect  Form  of  Government 
which  their  labours  diredtly  tend  to  eftablifti.  * 
But  refpe<ftab!e  as  thefe  perfons  may  be  for 
their  talents  or  their  integrity,  yet  their  cen- 
fure  will  not  be  very  difcouraging,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  will  be  confidered  by  the  Friends  of 
temperate  Reformation,  as  indirectly  attefting 


*  $ee  the  Political  Writings  of  Mr.  David  Williams  and 

Thomas  Cooper,  Eftp 

their 


A 


(  41  ) 

their  folicitude  to  preferve  Public  Order  and 
Tranquillity,  as  implying  a  part  of  that  praife 
which  it  is  their  utm oft  with  to  deferve.  For 
refpecting  this  earth  and  all  its  fublunary  bufi- 
nefs,  what  nobler  ambition  can  there  be  than 
at  once  to  advance  the  caufe  of  rational  Liberty, 
and  to  preferve  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of 
our  Country  ? 

.There  was  a  time  when  the  right  of  Perfonal 
Reprefentation  w’as  fupported  by  a  Noble  Duke,* 
with  uncommon  force  ;  when  he  courageoufly 
propofed  to  the  Legiflature  to  diffolve  the  whole 
Frame  of  our  Reprefentation,  to  re-conftruct 
it  on  that  principle,  and  to  give  the  right  to 
nominate  a  Houfe  of  Commons  to  a  fanatical 
rabble,  who  were  at  that  very  moment  befieg- 
ing  the  doors  of  Parliament,  and  filling  the 
kingdom  with  general  confirmation.  And 
when  other  lefs  intrepid  Reformers,  from  an 
anxious  folicitude  to  effect  a  fubftantial  Re¬ 
formation  of  Parliament,  without  hazard  to 
the  Peace  of  the  Country,  propofed  to  reinforce 
the  County-Reprefentation,  and  after  that,  to 
purchafe  the  abolition  of  the  obnoxious  Bo¬ 
roughs,  thefe  variations  of  their  plan  were  then 
oppofed  by  this  great  Theorift  as  temporizing 
fchemes,  grounded  on  no  liable  principle,  and 
fluffing  as  this  Man’s  fancy ,  or  as  that  Mans’ 

conceit  might  direct.  Such  was  then  the  lan- 
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guage  of  this  Noble  Reformer,  and  fuch  his 
lofty  fuperiority  to  the  low  confiderations  of 
prudence,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  Public 
Tranquillity.  Virtuous  Politician!  Confident 
Defender  of  the  Rights  of  Mankind  !  And  yet 
it  is  poffible,  that  more  mature  confederation 
may  have  foftened  the  rigour  of  this  Hern  Ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  indefeafable  Right  of  Suffrage  ; 
and  other  times  prefenting  different  views  of 
policy,  may  have  lured  Him  to  ftoop  from 
the  fublimity  of  his  aerial  fpeculation  to  the 
more  convenient  fyftem  of  pra&ical  accom¬ 
modation. 

But  though  on  the  prefent  occaffon,  the  Pro- 
pofer  of  this  Plan  fees  little  reafon  to  fear  any 
feverities  of  animadverfton  from  the  zeal  of 
this  great  theoretical  Reformer,  yet  other 
Theorifts  will  be  found  more  conftant  to  fup- 
port  the  univerfal  fyftem;  thefe  deviations  from 
it  will  call  forth  their  oppofttion,  and  the  embar- 
rafiingqueftions,as  they  will  deem  them,  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  afked,on  what  principle  is  this  plan 
of  Reformation  formed  and  offered  to  thePublic? 
And  in  what  mode  can  it  be  clearly  and  fafely 
afcertained,  who  fhall  be  deemed  decent  houfe- 
holders  throughout  the  kingdom  ?  To  the  firft 
of  thefe  inquiries,  let  it  be  anfwered,  the  Plan  is 
formed  and  offered  on  the  principles  of  Peace, 
Conciliation,  and  a  more  complete  fecurity  to 
the  Liberties  of  the  Nation.  It  is  admitted,  it 
is  maintained,  that  no  Government  can  be  per¬ 
fectly  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  theory,  under 
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which  the  right  of  Perfonal  Reprefentation 
fuffers  any  abridgement  or  diminution.  But 
it  is  alfo  maintained  that  circumftances  may, 
and  in  this  Country  at  prefent,  actually  do 
render  the  eftablifhment  of  a  perfect  Common¬ 
wealth,  or  an  abiolutely  equal  Reprefentation 
of  the  People,  impracticable  by  peaceful  means  ; 
and  ineligible,  even  if  the  practicability  were 
moil  manifeft.  Prom  the  general  abhorrence 
in  which  that  fyftem  is  held  by  the  opulent  and 
powerful,  tne  impracticability  of  it  by  any 
means, but  thofe  of  a  forcible  Revolution,  is  too 
apparent  to  require  proof.  The  ineligioility  of 
it,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  this  Country ,  even 
if  it  were  moft  eafily  reducible  to  practice,  is 
almoft  as  evidentlv  clear.  For  fliould  the  rmht 

4  O 

of  Univerfal  Suffrage  be  now  granted,  who 
could  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  in  quiet  times, 
our  profligate  populace  would  be  fubmiffive  and 
venal;  that  their  fubmiflion  and  venality  would 
increafe  the  preponderance  of  the  Great,  and 
deftroy  the  falutary  influence  of  thofe  difinte- 
refted  and  independent  Men,  who  are  chiefly 
to  be  found  in  the  middle  ciafles  of  Mankind. 
And  in  times  of  National  diftrefs  and  diicon- 
tent,  it  can  admit  as  little  doubt,  that  artful 
Demagogues  might  foon  inflame  the  paflions 
of  the  populace  to  a  wild  and  ferocious  rage 
for  Liberty  ;  and  thus  raife  a  hurricane,  by 
which  Society  would  too  probably  be  over¬ 
turned  to  its  deepeft  foundation.  To  leffen  and 
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remove  thefe  obje&ions,  much  might  be  efFeded 
by  time ;  by  the  farther  diffufion  of  property, 
the  natural  confequence  of  continued  induftry, 
by  the  falutary  difcipline  of  adverfity,  and  the 
operation  of  a  fubftantial  Reformation  of  Par¬ 
liament.  By  thefe  and  other  means  con¬ 
joined,  the  habits  of  corruption  now  prevalent 
alike  in  the  higheft  and  the  loweft  claffes  of 
Men,  might  be  checked  and  gradually  fubduedj 
the  evil  principle  of  our  Government  might  be 
deftroyed,  and  in  a  fucceeding  generation,  fome 
near  approach  might  be  made  by  pofterity  to 
the  fimplicity  and  purity  of  our  forefathers. 
But  when  men  had  added  to  the  intelligence  of 
a  more  enlightened  age,  the  innocence  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  primitive  times,  when  the  rich 
would  difdain  to  offer,  and  the  poor  fcorn  to 
receive  a  bribe,  when  Public  Spirit  in  a  compe¬ 
tent  degree,  was  re-animated  in  the  general 
body  of  the  Nation,  then ,  it  might  be  reafon- 
ably  prefumed,  that  the  right  of  Univerfal 
Suffrage  would  be  exercifed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Public ;  then^  and  not  till  then  that  Right 
fafely  might  and  ought  to  be  eftablifhed.  In 
this  pacific  mode  of  gradual  improvement,  the 
interefl  of  the  People  might  be  promoted  by 
means  which  Reafon  and  Religion  jointly  ap¬ 
prove  :  popular  rights  might  thus  be  completely 
reftored  without  having  called  forth  the  tears 
and  groans  of  one  unfortunate  Sufferer:  the  fatal 
fcenes  of  the  Revolution  of  France  might  ne¬ 
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ver  again  be  afted  in  Europe ;  the  example  of 
Britain,  preferring  peaceful  melioration  to  the 
violence  of  rapid  Revolution,  might  teach  the 
numerous  nations  of  the  Continent,  neither 
madly  to  unloofe  the  bands  of  human  fociety, 
nor  yet,  with  equal  infanity,  as  the  Advocates  of 
Slavery  would  ad  vile,  to  perpetuate  the  tyranny  of 
their  Defpotic Governments,  by  reverting  to  the 
intolerance  of  the  inquifition,  and  the  extremities 
of  feudal  opprellion  ;  but  rather  to  endeavour 
to  advance  from  one  degree  of  moral  and  poli¬ 
tical  improvement  to  a  yet  higher  degree  ;  till 
ultimately,  the  eftablifhment  of  perfect  Liberty 
would  be  found  compatible  with  peace  and 
order,  confiftent  with  the  fecure  enjoyment  of 
property,  and  productive  of  the  trueft  happi- 
nefs,  the  higheft  moral  dignity  of  mankind* 
But  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  Country,  it 
is  perfectly  juftifiable  to  wave  infifting  on  a 
perfonal  Reprefentation,  and  to  endeavour  to 
unite  the  great  Body  of  the  People,  in  a  vi¬ 
gorous  purfuit  of  moderate  meafures  of  Re¬ 
form,  which  are  attainable  without  hazarding 
by  a  breach  of  public  tranquillity,  either  the 
overthrow  of  our  limited  Monarchy,  or  the  lols 
of  thofe  Popular  Rights  which  remain  unim¬ 
paired  ;  and  induce  them,  inftead  of  forcing 
the  unfavourable  circumflances  of  our  condi¬ 
tion  to  yield  to  the  rigour  of  fpeculation, 
to  take  the  far  fafer,  the  far  better  courfe, 
to  adapt  the  improvements  propofed  to  the 
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exifting  Rate  of  the  country,  and  to  effect 
thefe  changes  by  confent,  and  through  the 
intervention  of  Parliament  itfelf. 

With  refpecl  to  the  queftion,  who  {hall  be 
deemed,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  decent  houfe- 
holders,  and  fit  to  be  entrufted  with  the  Right 
of  Suffrage,  it  is  admitted,  that  the  anfwer  to 
it  is  not  unattended  with  difficulties,  but  for 
which  various  folutions  have  occurred.  It  will 
be  allowed,  perhaps,  that  the  houfeholder  who 
not  only  fupports  his  own  family,  but  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  fupport  of  others  who  may  be 
diftreffed,  might  be  confidered  as  a  decent  or 
fubftantial  houfeholder.  For  England  and  Wales 
this  might  be  a  good  criterion  to  afcertain 
the  right  to  vote  ;  but  as  contributions  to  the 
poor  are  not  legally  eftablifhed  in  Scotland,  the 
payment  of  fuch  contributions  would  be  an  in¬ 
sufficient  rule.  It  has  been  thought,  that  a  per- 
fon  who  pays  the  window-tax  might  be  pro¬ 
perly  deemed  a  decent  houfeholder,  and  as  fuch 
entitled  to  vote,  and  this  mode  of  afcertaining 
that  right  is  preferable  to  the  mode  firft  men¬ 
tioned,  becaufe  it  would  equally  apply  to  every 
part  of  Great-Britain.  But  in  this  mode,  houfe- 
holders  properly  qualified  to  vote,  might  forne- 
times  be  excluded  from  that  right  becaufe  from  the 
fmallnefs,  not  of  their  fortune  but  their  habita¬ 
tion,  they  happened  not  to  be  liable  to  pay  the 
tax  upon  windows.  To  obviate  this  difficulty, 
houfeholders  poffeffing  perfonal  property  to  the 
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amount  of  iool.  might  be  allowed  to  vote. 
That  property  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  is 
fufficient  to  purchafe  a  freehold  qualification  to 
vote  :  Houfeholders  of  that  defcription  are  in 
every  view  equal  to  the  loweft  clafs  of  free¬ 
holders,  and  from  the  more  perifhable  nature 
of  their  perfonal  property,  it  may  be  juftiy  con¬ 
cluded,  they  would  ever  be  found  at  lead  as  much 
attached  to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  order, 
as  perfons  wTho  poffeffing  landed  eftates  are 
lefs  expofed  to  injury  and  ruin  from  any  popu¬ 
lar  commotion  ;  and  their  perfonal  qualification 
might  be  afcertained,  on  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
Regifter,  in  the  very  fame  mode,  and  with  as 
much  certainty  and  clearnefs  as  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  the  Proprietors  of  freehold  eftates. 
But  ftiould  none  of  thofe  modes  be  thought  fa- 
tisfacfory ;  the  difficulty  will  be  readily  fur- 
mounted,  when  Parliament  has  once  deter¬ 
mined,  that  decent  houfeholders  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  vote.  It  is  fufficient  for  a  private 
individual  to  fuggeft  the  principle  ;  the  mode 
of  applying  it,  and  carrying  it  into  practice,  is 
left,  as  it  ought  to  be  left,  with  deference  to 
men  of  fuperior  authority,  more  experience, 
and  greater  legal  knowledge. 

In  fine,  it  may  be  objected  by  fome,  amon^ 
thofe  prudent  Lovers  of  Liberty,  whofe  appro¬ 
bation  is  moft  to  be  coveted,  that  it  is  a  hope- 
lefs  attempt,  to  promote  a  moderate  Reforma¬ 
tion  of  Parliament,  in  thefe  violent  times ; 
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when  on  the  one  hand  popular  affociations,  in 
their  ralh  zeal  for  Liberty,  have  applauded 
publications  *  in  which  the  Britilh  People  are  re- 
prefented  to  have  no  Conftitution,  no  political 
right,  but  the  unavailing  right  to  petition;  and 
the  plunder  of  the  rich  is  held  out,  as  the 
incentive  to  the  poor,  to  effect  a  Revolution  in 
Britain,  on  the  principles  of  Republican  Equal¬ 
ity:  thus,  under  the  pretext  of  promoting 
Perfonal  Liberty,  contributing  to  the  ruin  of 
property,  the  prefervation  of  which  was  one 
principal  end,  for  which  Society  was  formed 
And  when  on  the  other  hand,  Affociations 
zealous  for  the  Conftitution,  as  they  affert,  with 
equal  rafhnefs  have  applauded  that  Author, f 
who  after  having  endeavoured  to  deftroy  the 
Reprefentative  Rights  of  the  People,  and  to 
confirm  the  abufes  and  ufurpations  of  which 
they  complain,  has  laboured  to  deprive  them 
even  of  the  hope  of  future  redrefs,  and  to  rob 
them  of  their  laft  andmoft  ancient  right, folemnly 
recognized  at  the  Revolution  of  1688;  theirright 
to  meet,  in  their  collective  capacity,  to  confider 
the  grievances  endured,  and  to  petition  for  their 
removal :  thus,  under  the  pretext  of  defending 
property,  contributing  to  the  ruin  of  our  Per¬ 
fonal  Rights,  the  prefervation  of  which  was 
the  other  great  and  principal  end  for  which  So¬ 
ciety  was  eftablifhed.  To  fuch  Men,  it  were, 

*  Mr.  Paine’*. - +  Mr.  A,  Young. 
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indeed,  a  fruitlefs  talk  to  preach  moderation, 
and  a  juft  regard  to  the  Conftitution.  But  be- 
caufe  there  exifts  manifeft  danger  from  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  thefe  oppolite  Affociations,  that  is  not 
a  reafon  for  indifference  and  inactivity,  it  is  a 
reafon  why  a  vigorous  effort  Ihould  be  made 
to  preferve  the  Conftitution  from  thefe  hoftile 
extremes.  They  who  wifti  to  enjoy  Peace, 
Property,  and  their  undoubted  Liberties,  on 
the  genuine  principles  of  our  Conftitution,  are 
ftill  the  moft  conliderablepart  of  the  nation ;  mif- 
led  they  may  have  been  by  rumours,,  furmifes, 
and  the  various  fallacies  of  artful  Men  ;  cor¬ 
rupted  they  never  can  be  ;  they  never  can  be 
indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  their  Country.  To 
their  judgement  therefore  thefe  propofitions  are 
committed,  and  fuccefs  is  alone  wilhed  and  ex¬ 
pected  from  their  approbation,  from  their  union 
and  zeal  to  fupport  a  good,  a  prudent,  and  a 
ftrictly  limited  end,  by  thole  regular  and  peace¬ 
ful  means  which  under  our  Conftitution,  im¬ 
paired  as  it  is,  we  have  yet  a  right  to  employ. 

In  ftill  adhering  to  thefe  fentiments  and  to 
this  middle  courfe  of  action,  unbiaffed  by  the 
altered  interefts  or  opinions  of  Stateimen,  un¬ 
changed  by  the  heated  temper  of  the  times, 
unrelaxed  by  the  ufual  indolence  of  his  age,  and 
undaunted  by  the  Handers  and  invectives  which 
niay  yet  await  him,  the  Author  of  this  Paper  feels 
the  fatisfatftion  of  an  approving  mind.  Whether 
asnidft  the  conflict  of  contending  parties,  and 
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the  jarring  of  irritated  paffions,  the- voice  of  an 
individual,  recommending  moderation  and  a 
conciliatory  fpirit,  mutually  to  concede  and 
accept  a  temperate  Reform  of  Parliament,  may 
be  fufficiently  heard  and  attended  to,  he  knows 
not.  His  fentiments,  unwelcome  as  they  may 
be  to  many,  it  is  his  duty  not  to  conceal  $  they 
proceed  from  a  fincere  but  anxious  heart ;  they 
are  offered  to  the  Public  without  a  fear  or  a 
wifh  for  himfelf ;  but  for  the  welfare  of  his 
Country,  for  the  general  happinefs  of  Mankind, 
his  earneft  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
events  will  be,  that  He  may  difpofe  our  hearts 
to  adopt  thofe  counfels,  whatever  they  may  be, 
which  tend  moft  dire&ly  to  promote  the  caufe 
of  virtuous  Liberty,  and  to  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  Community. 
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Containing  fome  PafTages  tranfcribed 
from  the  late  Publication  of  Mr.  A. 
Young,  entitled,  “  'fihe  Example  of  France 
a  Warning  to  Britain ,”  which  PafTages 
are  briefly  quoted  or  alluded  to,  in  the 
preceding  Paper ;  and  there  confidered 
as  being  hoftile  to  Public  Liberty,  and 
tending  to  fubvert  the  Conftitution  of 
Britain:  N.  B.  They  are  tranfcribed 
from  the  3d  Edition  of  that  Publication* 


At  Pages  89,  90,  and  91,  the  Reader  may  find 
the  following  pafiage  :  viz. 

I  Contend,  in  reply,  that  it  is  mere  theory 
to  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
purports  to  be  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  if  by  Reprefentation  is  meant  choice.  Be¬ 
ing  once  chofen  by  the  few,  they  reprefent  the 
many.  They  purport  to  be  nothing  more  than 
what  they  are :  and  they  are  nothing  more  than 
this — Men  fitting  in  a  Senate,  and  forming  a 
third  branch  of  the  legiflature,  chofen  by  cer- 
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tain  bodies,  who,  by  the  Conftitution,  have  the 
privilege  of  ele&ing  them.  They  may  be  ac¬ 
curately  defcribed  without  ufing  the  word,  or 
referring  to  the  idea  of  Reprefentation.  To 
call  them  the  Reprefen tatives  of  the  People,  is 
a  very  inaccurate  mode  of  expreffion;  they 
ought  never  to  be  called  by  any  other  name 
than  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  diftinguifh 
them  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  If  they  were 
really  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  they 
might  in  theory  be  good,  or  better  ;  but  they 
would  be  fomething  elfe  than  what  they  are, 
and  consequently  different  from  that  which  has 
rendered  us  a  great,  a  free,  and  a  happy  nation, 
But  there  is  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  think  that 
they  were  ever  deemed  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People  ;  certainly  not  the  Knights,  for  the 
40s.  qualification  of  Ele&ors,  the  value  of  mo¬ 
ney  confidered,  was  nearly  40I.  of  prefent  money. 
The  notion  of  Reprefentation  and  Delegation 
of  rights  and  privileges  from  the  Electors,  has 
vitiated  and  turned  to  confufion  fo  many  ideas 
on  the  fubjeft,  becaufe  Writers  and  Parliaments 
themfelves,  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of  a  moment, 
have  thought  it  for  their  intereft  to  be  efteemed 
fomething  different  than  what  they  really  are. 
The  Electors  of  Members  of  Parliament  do  not 
delegate  power,  nor  entruft  privileges,  if,  by  de¬ 
legation,  is  meant  the  transfer  of  fomething 
poffeffed  by  thofe  who  depute  ;  for  the  Electors 
have  neither  thofe  powers  nor  thofe  privileges, 
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and  therefore  cannot  delegate  them.  But  the 
Members  when  elected,  and  in  combination  with 
the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature,  affume, 
and  poffefs,  and  give  themfelves  fuch  powers 
and  privileges,  which  thofe  did  not  poffefs  who 
fentthem.  Hence,  then,  the  feptennial  act  was 
juft  as  conftitutional  as  the  biennial. 

At  Pages  94  and  95,  He  may  find  the 
following ,  viz. 

But  I  contend,  on  the  contrary  line  of  facft, 
that  the  profperity  and  happinefs  we  have  en¬ 
joyed  for  a  century,  and  never  fo  great  as  at 
prefent,is  owing  precifely  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  NOT  fpeaking  the  Will  of  the  People  ; 
and  I  am  founded  in  the  facft,  fo  notorious  to 
all  the  world,  that  fuch  profperity  has  grown 
to  its  prefent  height  under  the  influence  of  a 
Houfe  elected  not  by  perfons,  but  by  property. 
If  a  Parliament,  fpeaking  therefore  the  voice 
not  of  the  people,  has  made  us  what  we  are, 
and  if  National  Aflemblies,  fpeaking  the  voice 
of  the  People,  have  brought  France  to  her  pre¬ 
fent  fttuation,  I  have  a  double  experiment  to 
fupport  me  in  the  aflertion,  that  reforming  or 
changing  the  Conftitution  of  our  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fo  as  to  make  it  fpeak  fome  new 
voice,  untried  in  this  kingdom,  would  be  a 
procedure  on  theory,  and  worthy  of  theories 
only. 
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At  Page  174,  the  following ,  viz. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  there  would  be  a  lin¬ 
gular  propriety  in  the  affociations  which  are  at 
prefent  fpreading  through  the  kingdom,  peti¬ 
tioning  Parliament  to  pafs  an  aft  to  declare  all 
clubs,  affociations,  focieties,  and  meetings  of 
men,  that  affemble  for  the  purpofe  of  obtain¬ 
ing  changes  in  the  Conftitution,  illegal. 

At  Pages  178  and  179,  the  following,  viz. 

The  conclufion  may  be  compreffed  in  a  few 
lines :  the  danger  of  the  moment  is  great  in¬ 
deed  ;  and  only  to  be  guarded  again!!  by  the 
moft  unremitted  diligence  and  aftivity  : — exert 
that  diligence,  and  bring  that  aftivity  into  play 
by  an  unanimous  fupport  of  the  adminiftration 
entrufted  at  prefent  with  the  public  fafety  :  the 
queftion  is  not,  whether  you  are  a  friend  or  an 
enemy  of  that  adminiftration;  you  are  certainly 
a  friend  to  the  lives  and  properties  of  mankind. 
Join  in  affociations  for  our  defence,  again!! 
banditti,  cut  throats,  and  Jacobins  ;  join  again!! 
an  enemy  more  fubtle  and  therefore  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  the  friends  of  reform  ;  the  Affociators, 
who  would  plant  the  tree  of  equal  liberty  ;  the 
Mountebanks  who  have  a  French  noftrum,  and 
Birmingham  daggers,  for  the  difeafes  of  our 
Englifli  Conftitution.  Guard  again!!  fuch  mif- 
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creant  attempts  by  pointed  refolutions;  and 
call  with  one  voice,  on  the  legiflature  to  fup~ 
prefs,  by  vigourous  and  decifive  laws,  the  clubs 
offedition;  the  affociations  that  call  themfelves 
our  “  Conftitutional  ”  Inftru&ors  and  our 
Friends;  whofe  leffons  are  inflitutes  of  anarchy; 
and  whofe  friendfhip,  Ihould  their  tenets  pre¬ 
vail,  would  cement  wTith  our  beft  blood,  that 
National  Convention  of  Britain  with  which 
thofe  focieties  have  fo  lately  threatened  us. 


THE  END. 


